
 

© 2021 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for 
use in congregational settings. All other rights reserved. 1 

MID- WEEK ADVENT ONE 2021- THE BURNING BUSH 

OLD TESTAMENT CHRISTMAS 
Tonight, we begin an Advent series on images through which God addresses His people, calls 
them to joy in His promises, and reminds us of His unfailing love and presence. These are living 
pictures of God’s gracious acts to redeem His people. Tonight, we look at the burning bush and 
the Lord’s address to Moses. This picture is even more meaningful because it was the pre-
incarnate Christ who stood before Moses and spoke through the burning bush, foreshadowing 
the incarnation itself, which is the focus of Christmas. 
 
Opening Prayer         
 
Opening Hymn: “O Great I Am, Almighty Word” (See insert)  vs. 1-3 

 
Invocation:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
P: O Lord, open my lips,      C: And my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;   C: Make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 105:1–6, 23–26, 43–45;  
 
P: Give thanks to the LORD; call up on His name; make known His deeds among the peoples!   
 C: Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; tell of all His wondrous works! 
P: Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!  C: Seek the 
 LORD and His strength; seek His presence continually! 
P: Remember the wondrous works that He has done, His miracles, and the judgments He 
 uttered, C: O offspring of Abraham, His servant, children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 
P: Then Israel came to Egypt; Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.   C: And the LORD made 
 His people very fruitful and made them stronger than their foes. 
P: He turned their hearts to hate His people, to deal craftily with His servants. C: He sent  
 Moses, His servant, and Aaron, whom He had chosen. 
P: So He brought His people out with joy, His chosen ones with singing.  C: And He gave 
 them the lands of the nations, and they took possession of the fruit of the peoples’ toil, 
P: That they might keep His statutes      C:  And observe His laws. Praise the LORD! 
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ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  
 beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
P: The Lord be with you!       C:   And also with you! 
 
Collect: Almighty Father, by the advent of Your Son in the world, the kingdom of heaven now is 
open to all who believe in Him.  Give us grace to look for the signs of His coming and to receive 
the Lord Jesus as our Emmanuel, God with us.  By the working of Your Holy Spirit, lead us 
evermore to serve Him in our lives until that day when He comes again to claim us as His own 
for eternity.  This we ask in His more blessed name.  Amen.  
 
Hymn:  “O Great I Am, Almighty Word”   (see insert) vs. 4, 5 
 
O.T. Lesson:   Exodus 3:1–14 

 
 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and 
he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He 
looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will 
turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” When the LORD saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” Then He said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And He said, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt 
and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have 
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that 
land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And 
now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the 
oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that 
you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, 
“Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” He 
said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when 
you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 
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 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of 
your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to 
them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Say this to the people of Israel, 
‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
 
Gospel Lesson:  John 15:1–8 
 [Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  
 Every branch of Mine that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine; 
you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me he is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be My 
disciples.” 
 
Hymn:     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 338 
 
Children’s Sermon:  “Burning Bush” 
 
Sermon- - Burning Bush points to the Lord’s Birth 
 
Offerings brought to the Altar 
 
Prayers 
 
Lord’s Prayer:   C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Hymn:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  357 vs. 1, 2 
 
Closing Collect: 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  C: Amen. 
 
P: Let us bless the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.   C:  Amen. 
 

Kirk Horstmeyer, Pastor 
Mary Burgeson, Organist 

  
 




