
Behold, the Lord shall come and all His saints with Him;  
 and in that day the Light shall be great.  Hallelujah! 

 
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH     3rd Week in Advent 

Church Phone: 812-867-5088 — December 12-13, 2020 
‘Jesse Tree’  Service Three   

 
Opening Prayer 
 
Opening Hymn:  “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 348 vs. 4,5 
 
Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face. 
 
The King shall come when morning dawn And light and beauty brings.  
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of Kings.   
 
Invocation:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C: Amen.  
 
Jesse Tree Litany:   
P: The Jesse Tree, Christ’s family tree   C: Points the way to Jesus for you and me! 
P: From Eden down to Calvary,  C: Our loving Savior sets us free! 
P: The promise is for all to see!  C: And points the way to Jesus for you and me!   
 
Confession and Absolution: 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Risen Son, our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your Holy name.  Amen. 
 
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Risen Lord and Christ, and by His authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalmody: Psalm 89: 1-5, 14, 29 
 
P: I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make known Your 
 faithfulness to all generations. C:  For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever, in 
 heavens You will establish Your faithfulness. 
P: You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to David my 
 servant: C: ‘I will establish Your offspring forever and build Your throne for all 
 generations.’” 
P: Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O Lord, Your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy 
 ones. C:  Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; love and faithfulness 
 go before you. 
P: I will establish His line forever, C:  His throne as long as the heavens endure. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and ever shall be.  World without end. Amen. 
 
P: The Lord be with you!   C:  And also with you! 
 
Let us pray together: 
Dear God,  You gave a Promise True, Of One who would make all things new!  Who would be 
wise and strong and good, Who sees the heart as only He could!   Bring us Lord to always see, 
the loving hope that’s made to be.  The blessing that You give freely, In His own name we ask 
this of Thee.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry” 344 vs. 1, 5 
 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh. 
Awake and harken, for He brings glad tidings of the King of kings!  
 
All praise to You, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit, evermore.   
 
Reader 13: In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 
when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths 
straight.’” 
 Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan 
were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Matthew 3:1–6  (Ornament- Baptismal Shell) 



Recitation:  
John the Baptist by the river 
Told of Jesus, true life-giver. 
What a story! What a blessing! 
What a joy to be confessing! 
 

Song: O Jesse Tree 
O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus. 
God’s promise shows His love for all, and with His Son, He frees us! 

And God gave John the pow’r to say: 
“The Lord is near; prepare the way!” 

O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus.  
 
Hymn: “I Gabriel Was Sent to Earth”   (Tune “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 358”) 
 
I Gabriel was sent to earth   To bear good news, the precious birth 
I came to see a maiden fair   To bring her news so ever rare. 
 
I came to her from God’s own throne  My Words were gifts, from Him alone. 
His Son was to be born on earth  Mary was chosen for the birth. 
 
Mary asked how this e’er could be  A man has not been close to me 
I told her God alone could bring   This life, His Gift, His own offspring.   
 
He was to be the Light of all   He would bring glory to a stall 
His Light of love would never dim  The Light of hope shines forth from Him. 
Reader 14: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call 
His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” Luke 1:26–33    (Ornament- Mary) 
 
 
 
 
 



Recitation:  
 Young maiden Mary, mild and meek, 

Would bear the child that prophets seek.  
God’s loving favor came to rest  
On Mary so that all are blessed. 

 
Song: O Jesse Tree 

O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus. 
God’s promise shows His love for all, and with His Son, He frees us! 

The virgin Mary, servant blessed, 
Would raise a Son unlike the rest. 

O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus. 
 

Reader 15:  But as he considered these things, behold, and angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth 
to a son.  And he called His name Jesus.    Matthew 1: 20-25  (Ornament- Joseph’s Hammer) 
 
Recitation:  

Now Joseph, righteous, kind, and just,  
Would look to God with awe and trust. 
For he would raise the Chosen One— 
Our Savior, Lord, God’s only Son! 

 
Song: O Jesse Tree 

O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus. 
God’s promise shows His love for all, and with His Son, He frees us! 

Joseph the carpenter was true; 
He cared for Jesus—Mary too! 

O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus. 

Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem  361 vs. 1, 3  

O little town of Bethlehem,  How still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth   The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years  Are met in thee tonight. 



    O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;  
 Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
 O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
 
Reader 16:   In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.  And all went to 
be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. Luke 2: 1-5 
(Ornament- Bethlehem) 
 
Recitation:  

Joseph and Mary went up from Galilee 
To fulfill Caesar Augustus first decree 
They came to the City of David, called Bethlehem 
For Joseph was of the house and lineage of him. 

 
Song: O Jesse Tree 

O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus. 
God’s promise shows His love for all, and with His Son, He frees us! 

Joseph and Mary registered 
She was with child of Hea’vnly worth! 

O Jesse Tree—Christ’s fam’ly tree—point us the way to Jesus. 
 
Gospel Lesson: John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
 
Confession of Faith: Apostle’s Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ. His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven, and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.   From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting .  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City”  376 vs. 1, 2 
 
Once in royal David's city Stood a lowly cattle shed, Where a mother laid her Baby 
In a manger for His bed: Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child.  
 
He came down to earth from heaven, Who is God and Lord of all, And His shelter was a stable, 
And His cradle was a stall; With the poor, and mean, and lowly, Lived on earth our Savior holy.  
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers: The families of Dersch-Wheeler, Katie, Matthew, Evan and Braden; and Deutsch,    
 Jennifer,  Mark and Amanda. 
 
Lord’s Prayer: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven: give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever and ever.  Amen.       
 
Closing Hymn: “A Great and Mighty Wonder”  383  vs. 1, 2 
 
A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure: 
The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure!  
 
Refrain:Proclaim the Savior's birth:"To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth!" 
 
The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky. [Refrain] 
 
Closing Prayer:  Father in heaven, You sent Your Son – the Son of Adam, of Jesse, of David. 
You promised a Messiah through a special family tree.  Thank You for making us all sons and 
daughters in your family through our Savior, Jesus Christ.  In His name we pray.  Amen 
 
Closing Litany:  
P: The Jesse Tree –  Christ’s family tree   C:  Points us the way to Jesus for you and me! 
P: The Promise Lord was sent to earth  C: He came to us by miracle Birth 
P: He was the hope, the gift, the One   C: He was from God, His only Son. 
P: The Promised Lord for you and me  C: Who came to earth for all to see. 
P: How God accomplished what He declared  C: So we could be the ones who shared 
P: The message of the Jesse Tree   C: The message of Christ’s family tree! 
 
Benediction 

 
 



Kirk Horstmeyer, Pastor   
  

 Organists: Saturday 5:30 pm/Sunday: 10:15 am Karen Whitehead 
 

Member Prayer List: Next Saturday and Sunday we will be praying for the following: Dierlam, 
Gene; Donovans, Shelly, Lindsay, Kyle, Matt and Lesley; and Doss, Tod, Jenny and Ty. 

Weekly Attendance: Sat, Dec 5:  38 ;  Sun: Dec 6: 8am: 32; 10:15 am: 51; Advent: Dec 2: 25 

Join our Worship Services at these websites:    

NEW Church Website:  https://www.immanuellutheranevansville.com 
Facebook: Immanuel Lutheran Church-- https://www.facebook.com/groups/186483407322/  

NEW YOUTUBE CHURCH SERVICE VIDEO SITE:  https://tinyurl.com/yy75odq4 

No Advent Meals: The Fellowship Committee has decided to NOT have any Advent meals this 
year. We will continue a Carry Out meal each month beginning in January.  
 

Please add another name to your Christmas Card Mission project list that was 
overlooked and should have been included on the original list: 
Mary Lousignont - Grandmother to Mike Lousignont, shut in 
Wabash Christian Village,  216 College Boulevard,  Carmi, IL  62821-1548 
 
Pam Bailey - 901 E. Baseline Road, Villa 919, Evansville, IN  47725 
Christmas Cookie Trays in Immanuel’s Lounge: Beginning Wednesday, December 2nd there 
will be trays of homemade assorted Christmas Cookies.  Cookies will be available each 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday in the lounge. Donations for the cookies will go to the Isaiah 
117 project.  Isaiah 1:17 says... “Defend the cause of the fatherless” 
Building a Strong Foundation 
This year our Annual Campaign is focusing on Building a Strong Foundation at ELS. We all know the 
stress and unknown that 2020 has brought. However, we also know Christ is our Foundation and in him 
we can trust. At Evansville Lutheran School we get the opportunity to share this with our students and 
families every single day. Your support and donations can help us build a strong foundation for our 
current families and more. Thank you for your support and prayers! 
 
Kindergarten Information Night 
Come join the fun at Kindergarten Information Night on February 10th from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. Come learn 
more about what it means to be a Monarch, meet some of the faculty and staff, and enjoy some goodies 
and activities. RSVP by calling Ashley or Kim at 812-424-7252 or online 
at www.evansvillelutheranschool.com/admissions. We look forward to seeing you on February 10th! 
Blessings on the Christmas Season,  Ashley Waggy     Evansville Lutheran School 


