
Reformation Service 
October 25, 2020 at 10:15 a.m. 

  
Opening Prayer    Opening Hymn:  “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”  656 
 
A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev'ry need That hath us now o'ertaken. 
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal. 
With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, 
Of Sabaoth Lord, And there's none other God; He holds the field forever. 
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us. 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpow'r us. 
This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none. He's judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him. 
The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; 
He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
Though these all be gone, Our vict'ry has been won; The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

Invocation:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 
P: God desired that His Word, be heard and understood in clarity  C:  He led a man, who 
 struggled long and hard to see His Truth.     
P: God patiently formed and shaped his understanding and brought him wisdom through His 
 Holy Spirit.  C:  Truth not of human wisdom, but truth based upon the inerrant Word of God. 
P:  God provided this man strength, courage, and stubbornness to enable him to accomplish his 
 task.  C:  He was to bring the focus of the church back to the Cross. 
P: Luther taught God’s truth: “We are saved by grace, through faith, without works so no one
 could boast.”  C:  He proclaimed boldly that we stand on Scripture Alone, Faith Alone, and
 Grace Alone. 
P: We do not trust in the teachings of Luther for our comfort and strength.  C: We trust in the 
 clear teachings of the Holy Scripture which point to salvation shared freely from the cross.  
   
Confession:  
 
P: It is by grace alone that we are forgiven. Today we come in confession, realizing that we are       
       truly  unworthy of God’s forgiveness and love.  We desire to lay ourselves bare before Him, that 
we might then turn in repentance and hear His gracious Word of forgiveness.  
 
 



C: Holy and Gracious God, we admit that we are altogether sinful and impure.   We, too often, have 
not loved You nor our fellow human beings.  We have neglected Your Word, its commands and 
its promises.  Our works of love at times have been shallow or nonexistent.  We have truly sinned 
in thought, word, and action.  We ask Your forgiveness, for Jesus’ sake. 

 
P: God has heard your cry of confession.  For His mercy’s sake, on account of the merits of Jesus 

Christ, God forgives you all your sins; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
Hymn:   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”    803    
 
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before Thee, Op'ning to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the gloom of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day! 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise; 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain Call us to rejoice in Thee! 
Thou art giving and forgiving, Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Fountainhead of love divine: 
Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit!  Joyful, we by grace are Thine!  
Introit:   Psalm 46 
 
P: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  C:  Therefore we will not fear, 

though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar 
and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.  

P: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, C:  The holy place where the Most 
High dwells.   

P:  God is within her, she will not fall;  C: God will help her at break of day.  
P:  Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;   C: He lifts His voice, the earth melts. 
P:  The Lord Almighty is with us;  C: The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
P: Come and see the works of the Lord, the desolations He has brought on the earth.  C:  He makes 

wars cease to the ends of the earth.   He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; He burns the 
shields with fire.  

P: “Be still, and know that I am God;    C: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in 
the earth.”   

P:   The Lord Almighty is with us;    C:  The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   Amen.   
 
 



Luther’s Morning Prayer:   
C:  I thank You, my Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 
this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my 
body and soul, and all things.  Let Your Holy Angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me.  Amen. 
 
Scripture Alone- is a basic truth and principle of our faith.  We believe and confess, without 
reservation, that the Holy Bible is the inerrant Word of God.  It was brought to us through the work 
and will of the Holy Spirit, Who led men to write the exact Words the Father desired for His people. 
No Word of Scripture fails to be the Lord’s authority, because all of Scripture is His Word and 
Authority; and it will never fail to provide us His truth.  We trust not in the wisdom and word of 
man, but in the Word of the Almighty God alone found in the Bible. 
 
Faith Alone- Faith is a gift of the Lord to His people, through His Word and Spirit.  Faith is the gift 
which enables us to grasp the promises and truths the Lord has placed into His Word.  Faith is that 
blessing which all believers possess, it enables us to receive the wonder of His grace, and to be 
blessed in His Sacraments.  Faith offers us hope, assurance, and the comfort of knowing salvation 
has been granted to us freely by the Heavenly Father.  The Scripture tells us:  “Faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”.  Faith grasps a hold of the Cross 
and makes us secure in our salvation. 
 
Grace Alone- Grace is God’s underserved love showered upon His people through His loving 
mercy.  Grace alone is why we receive His gifts, because every one of us is a sinner; deserving of 
nothing but damnation on our own merit.  Grace is from God; it stems from His desire to make us 
His own.  He has chosen His “Means of Grace” and they are: His Word, His Sacraments, and the 
Pronouncement of Absolution.   These each demonstrate, grace does not and cannot stem from us, 
but stems from Him alone. 
 
Hymn: “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” 877 
 
God, who made the earth and heaven, Darkness and light: 
You the day for work have given, For rest the night. 
May Your angel guards defend us, Slumber sweet Your mercy send us, 
Holy dreams and hopes attend us, All through the night. 
And when morn again shall call us To run life's way, 
May we still, whate'er befall us, Your will obey. 
From the pow'r of evil hide us, In the narrow pathway guide us, 
Never be your smile denied us All through the day. 
 
 



Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, And, when we die, 
May we in Your mighty keeping All peaceful lie. 
When the last dread call shall wake us, Then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 
But to reign in glory take us With You on high. 
Holy Father, throned in heaven, All-holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, freely given, Blest Three-in-One: 
Grant us grace, we now implore you, Till we lay our crowns before You, 
And in worthier strains adore You While ages run. 
 
Gospel - the Gospel is the Father’s declaration of His love for those who are lost in sin.  It is the 
Father making it clear: His plan, His Work, and His fulfillment alone brought to us eternal life.  
There is only One Gospel, based upon what Christ alone has done.   The  Gospel in the narrow sense 
is very specific:   “God the Father, sending His Son Jesus to earth, as a man, to go to the cross, spill 
His blood, pay the price, die, rise and grant to us eternal life.”   
 
Baptism- proclaims to His church His desire to provide His own grace, strength, Spirit, comfort, and 
forgiveness upon sinners. He opens the heart of those who are sinners, and provides for them eternal 
life.  He grasps a hold of the one baptized and envelops them in His arms and claims them as His 
own.  He gives: everlasting life; the cleansing of our sins, unity with Him and fellow believers.  
Baptism is His remarkable gift to His Church.  
 
Lord’s Supper- is God’s “Means of Grace” to share with us His Son’s body and blood.  He 
provides us: forgiveness, strength to live our faith, unity with fellow believers, and His Spirit to 
guide and help us proclaim the wonder of His grace in this world.  It will always be His Supper 
because: He is the One who has provided it, He gave us the rules, He gave us His Word, and He 
supplies His blessings through it.    
 
First Lesson:  Revelation 14: 6-7                   
 
Epistle Lesson:  Romans 3: 19-28 
 
Holy Gospel:   John 8: 31-36  
 
Confession of Faith:  Apostle’s Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He shall come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



 
Hymn:  “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”  655 
 
Faith and truth and life bestowing, Open now the Scriptures, Lord, Seed to life eternal sowing, 
Scattered on the wind abroad.  Let not hearts, Your Word receiving, Like a barren field be found, 
Choked with thorns and unbelieving, Shallow earth or stony ground. 
 
May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing Bring to life the hidden grain, Daily in our hearts increasing, 
Bearing fruit that shall remain.  So in Scripture, song, and story, Savior, may Your voice be 
heard. Till our eyes behold Your glory Give us ears to hear Your Word. 
 
Sermon                                 Offering 
 
Prayers: The families of Bailey, Pam; Belts, Keith, Rochelle, Samuel, Myles and Caroline; and 
 Betulius, Gayle. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven: give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
       
 
Closing Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  702 
 
My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine. 
Now hear me while I pray; Take all my guilt away; Oh, let me from this day Be wholly Thine! 
May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire! 
As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to Thee Pure, warm, and changeless be,  
A living fire! 
While life's dark maze I tread And griefs around me spread, Be Thou my guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow's tears away, Nor let me ever stray 
From Thee aside. 
Closing Litany:   
 
p: God has called us out of darkness into His marvelous Light C: By Grace, given through His 

Spirit, He has opened our eyes to see. 
p: God has called us as His servants to reach others lost in sin.  C: By Faith, He enables us to grasp 

His truths and share those truths with others. 
p: God has called us to trust in His Word alone for His truth.  C: By His Word, He enables us to 

know Him and stand on His truth. 
P: God has called us to remain faithful to Him and His Word C: By Grace, through Faith, given by 

the Spirit through the Word, we will remain faithful until we enter into His eternal kingdom. 



 
Closing Prayer  
 
P: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we  
 may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience  and 
comfort of Your holy Word we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of  everlasting 
life, which You have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns  with You and the 
Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end.    C: Amen. 
 
Benediction  
 

 
Kirk Horstmeyer, Pastor 

Beth Vance, Organist 
Member Prayer List: Next Saturday and Sunday we will be praying for the following: Birge, Maria 
and Lily; Boehne, Vicki; and Bonds, LaNnedda and Ben. 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 




