
The Jesus Tree - Lenten Season Emphasis - His Cross	
Sponge 	

The Third Weekend in Lent March 6/7, 2021	
 
Opening Prayer	
 
Opening Hymn:   “I Have Redeemed You”  (tune – Greensleeves)	
 
In times of fear, Lord, tarry near  Your presence be our pleasure	
In blight and drought dispel our doubt, Your promise be our treasure	
Christ, Christ, renew our faith, be our assurance and our strength.	
Speak, speak Your Word of hope, “My loved ones, I have redeemed you.”	
 
In times of strife and threat to life, Lord grant us Your assurance.	
When sins prevail and people fail, grant faith and Your endurance.	
Stop, Stop the devil’s plans, protect us with Your saving hand.	
Speak, speak Your Word of hope, “My loved ones, I have redeemed you.”	
 
When death appears, Lord, calm our fears with confidence of glory.	
And those nearby who wonder why, renew in Jesus’ story.	
Call, Call us to Your side, let us forever there abide.	
Speak, speak Your Word of hope,  “My loved ones, I have redeemed you.”	
 
Invocation: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C:  Amen.	
 
The Jesus’ Tree Litany:	
 
P: The Jesus Tree-  Salvation’s Tree   C: The tree was found on “Calvary!”	
P: The Jesus Tree-- Salvation’s Tree  C: The Place of the Skull was where He’d be	
P: The Cross was used by God above!  C:  As His means of His divine love!	
 
P: He humbly paid the price for sin  C: He shed His blood- from grace with-in. 	
P: The sin of all was placed on Him C: He brought new life of hope for them.	
P: The Lord was nailed and suffered pain  C: He alone could endure this for our gain. 	
P: The Jesus Tree-  Salvation’s Tree  C:  The place He died for you and me!	
 
Confession-- C: I a poor miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.  
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.	
 
Absolution--  P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.	
 
 
 



The Psalmody/ Introit: Psalm 19	
 
P: The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.  	
      C: Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.	
P: There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. C: Their voice goes out
 into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. 	
P: In the heavens He has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming forth 
 from h  is pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course.  C: It rises at one end of 
 the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its heat.  	
P: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul.  The statutes of the Lord are
 trustworthy, making wise the simple.  C: The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy 
to  the heart.  The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.	
P: The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord are sure and 
 altogether righteous.  C: They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they 
 are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.	
P: By them is Your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.  C: Who can 

discern his errors?  Forgive my hidden faults.	
P: Keep Your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me.  Then will I be
 blameless, innocent of great transgression.  C: May the words of my mouth and the
 meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.	
 
All: Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the  
 beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.	
 
P: The Lord be with you!    C: And also with you!	
 
Jesus Tree Collect:  Holy Father, You gave Your Son to walk the path, He came to take the 
Father’s wrath, He shed His blood, He endured the hate, to bring to all a blessed fate, lead 
us Lord to always see, the eternal hope given by Thee, provide us Lord the faith to share, the 
message of how much You care; we ask this for the One who came, Your Son our Lord, 
Jesus is His name. Amen!	
 
Hymn: “Jesus, Name above All Names”   “All God’s People”  145	
    	
Jesus, name above all names, Blessed Redeemer, glorious Lord	
Immanuel, God is with us.  Light of the universe living Word!	
 
Jesus, name above all names,  Suffering Savior, Giver of All!	
The humble Lord, Sponge brought Him wine  He was the Savior, Holy Lord!	
 
Jesus, name above all names,  Son of the Father, Son of Man!	
You are the King, You are the Servant  The Hope of all mankind, Holy Word!	
 
Reading 6: Matthew 27: 33-34, 48 	
 
 They came to a place called Golgotha, which means Place of a Skull. There they offered 
Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, He refused to drink it……..	
 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge.  He filled it with wine vinegar, put it 
on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink.   	



Recitation: 	
God asked the Lord, if He would be,   	
The One who would die on a “Tree”	
He was parched  Sour wine was given	
A sponge was used, To proclaim Words to heaven! 	
 
Song: The Jesus Tree-  Salvation Tree-  The Cross – (tune 475) 	
(Sponge)	
The Jesus Tree  Salvation Tree  Has brought new life to you and me	
He gave His life for all to see;  He is the Lord, He is the Christ, He saved us all!	
 
The Jesus Tree, Salvation Tree  They used a sponge, so He might be	
Able to speak His Words for me, He is the Lord, He is the Christ, He saved us all! 	
 
Children’s Sermon: (Piece of the Cross- Sponge)	
 
Hymn: “The Law of God is Good and Wise”  579 vs. 1,2, 6	
 
The Law of God is good and wise And sets His will before our eyes, 	
Shows us the way of righteousness, And dooms to death when we transgress. 	
 
Its light of holiness imparts The knowledge of our sinful hearts 	
That we may see our lost estate And turn from sin before too late.	
 
To Jesus we for refuge flee, Who from the curse has set us free, 	
And humbly worship at His throne, Saved by His grace through faith alone.	
 
(Prefatory Remarks)	
O. T. Lesson:  Exodus 20: 1-17 	
 
Epistle Lesson:  1 Corinthians 1: 18-31	
 
Gospel Lesson:  John 2: 13-22	
 
Confession of Faith:  Nicene Creed:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.	
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.	
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.	



Sermon Hymn: “God of Grace and God of Glory”  850 vs,. 1, 2, 4	
 
God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow’r;	
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.	
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour,	
For the facing of this hour.	
 
Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!	
From the ears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise.	
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days, 	
For the living of these days.	
 
Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore; 	
Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore.  	
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore, 	
Serving You who we adore.	
 
Sermon ///  Prayers: The families of Huebschman, Jeff, Kristina, Philip and Patrick; Huett,	
    Diane; and Hurlbut, Dave.  	
 
Lord’s Prayer:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.	
 
Closing Hymn:  “How Firm a Foundation”  728  vs. 1, 5	
 
How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 	
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!	
What more can He say than to you He has said 	
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?	
 
“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 	
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;	
And then, when gray hairs will their temples adore,	
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.	
 
Closing Litany:	
P: The Jesus Tree,  Salvation’s Tree          C: Was chosen by God for all to see!	
P: The Jesus Tree, Salvation’s Tree           C:  The only Hope there can ever be!	
P: The Jesus Tree, Salvation’s Tree           C:  God’s Holy gift which He made free!	
P: The Cross of Christ, the Father’s gift    C: The tree of life, death was dismissed.  	
 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Collect: Eternal Lord, You gave Your Son to set us free from our sins by allowing 
Him to shed His blood and die on the Tree, lead us Lord to place our hope, in what He’s 
done to bring us grace, guide us in Your loving care so we can remain strong and true to  
Your Cross and Word; through Jesus Christ, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, ever one God world without end. Amen.	
 
Benediction	
 

 
WHAT THE SCRIPTURES TEACH CONCERNING THE LORD’S SUPPER	

In I Corinthians 11 the Holy Spirit led Paul to write, “This is my body” and “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood” to explain the spiritual truth of the Supper: Christ is truly present in His 
body and blood in the bread and wine. This is a mystery, a Heavenly gift; one we can only 
understand in faith. Paul further says, “Therefore whoever eats the bread and drinks the cup of 
the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord” and, “let a 
man examine himself...for he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks  judgment to himself if he 
does not judge the body rightly.” There is no doubt from our Lord’s Word, we are receiving His 
body and blood.  The Father offers us forgiveness, unity of faith, strengthening of faith, etc.; it is 
never our right, we approach His altar only by His invitation. If you are visiting we ask that you 
please speak with the Pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. We strive to lovingly carry out 
our responsibility to ensure the supper remains a blessing for all, never a curse. May His richest 
blessing be upon you all.	
 

 
THIS WEEK	

SATURDAY:  Worship w/HC following 5:30 pm	
SUNDAY: Worship w/HC following 8 am, Adult Bible Class 9:10 am, Worship	
 w/HC following10:15 am	
TUESDAY: Confirmation 6 pm	
WEDNESDAY:         Mid-week Lenten Service 7:00pm	
THURSDAY:   Bible Study 9:30 am & 6 pm	
Next SATURDAY:   Confirmation 9:30 am, Worship w/HC following 5:30 	
Next SUNDAY:  Worship w/HC following 8 am, Adult Bible Class 9:10 am, Worship 

 w/HC following 10:15 am	
 
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE: Sat. Feb 27: 35  LS: 27 ; Sun. Feb 28: 8 am: 35  LS:28; 	
10:15 am 54  LS: 38    Mid-week Lenten 19 	
  	
Member Prayer List: Next Saturday and Sunday we will be praying for the following: 
Johnsons, Markus, Kadie, Peyton and Paige; Johnsons, Sarah, Shane, Sadie and Sofie; and 
Jones, Karl, Terri Adler, Marshal and Aaron.	
 
THANK YOU:  Dear Fellow Parishoners, I want to say thank you to all who have sent 
cards, emails, prayers and phone calls during my stint with covid and during my surgery.  I 
am truly blessed to have such a loving church family.  God Bless you all and keep safe!  
Thank you! Mary Korff	
 



DISTRICT LWML CONVENTION:  June 24-27, Lexington, KY.  Registration forms are 
on the collection table in the Narthex or in your Winter LWML Quarterly.  It is due March 
15.  If interested contact Bev Racine for more information at 812-867-2306. 	
 
LAKEVIEW MINISTRIES:  Camp Lakeview and Lakeview Villages (near Seymour, IN) 
are currently registring campers, grades K-12 for the 2021 summer season.  What a great 
place to have fun and learn about God at the same time!  To get more info visit the camp’s 
website www.lakeview.camp or call the office at 812-342-4815.  Online registration for 
Lakeview Ministries opens on February 8.  Campers whose sessions were canceled in 2020 
will get to register a week earlier.  Last year many programs were filled quickly so register 
online today.	
 
Message from Paul and Charlotte Kohlman:	
A monetary gift was given to Immanuel Lutheran by our parents, Herman and Laura 
Kohlman, upon their deaths.  We decided to use part of their gift for Pickleball equipment at 
the church.  The lines for two Pickleball courts have now been put down in the gym (thank 
you Dave Shirley!) and we have purchased two nets, paddles and balls.  Several things that 
we ask:	

!These nets and equipment are not to be taken from the premises.	
!The equipment is for high school age and up to use.	
!If you would like to play Pickleball, please contact our church secretary, Waverlyn 
Karch, to reserve gym time.  We ask that at least one adult Immanuel member be 
present when using the equipment to ensure that the equipment gets put away and 
stored properly. 	

Pickleball is a fun sport and is especially great for middle aged adults and older (although 
there is some running involved, it is not near as strenuous as tennis or some other sports).  If 
you would like to learn how to play, Paul and Charlotte will be teaching a beginner’s class 
on Wednesday, March 10, after the 7:00 PM Lenten service (class beginning at 8 PM).  We 
would like to limit the first group to 8 people so that all participants get court time while 
they learn.  If you are interested, please e-mail Charlotte at ckohlman@twc.com. First come, 
first served!  If we have more that would like to learn, we can always hold another session.  	
 
 

	
 




